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HON PADDY EMBRY 
Personal Explanation 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [4.45 pm] - by leave:  For the sake of the record, it is necessary that I 
correct the Leader of the House’s earlier statement about what happened on Tuesday night.  At no stage did Hon 
Tom Stephens sit next to me.  Members are aware that although plenty of seats were available, he chose not to sit 
next to me.  Instead, he stood directly behind me.  Being a polite man, I turned 179 degrees to face him to listen 
to what he had to say.  We had a short conversation in which he asked for my support on another matter.  I 
suggest that the conversation probably lasted for 30 seconds, which coincides very well with the Leader of the 
House’s estimation of 45 seconds.  I happily agreed with Hon Tom Stephens’ request.   

Earlier in the day, the government Whip, Hon Ed Dermer, approached me with the request that I speak on the 
Labour Relations Reform Bill 2002 after Hon Kate Doust had spoken.  I was very happy to agree to that, 
presuming, perhaps wrongly, that Hon Kate Doust wanted to attend another function or event during the evening.  
I was very happy to cooperate with the Whip on that matter.   

I believe that I was duped by Hon Tom Stephens.  The government Whip did not inform me that he wanted me 
to speak before rather than after Hon Kate Doust had spoken.  I add that, in a spirit of cooperation, although 
there were many times during the evening when only seven members, including me, were in this Chamber, I at 
no stage called for a quorum.  I have old-fashioned values.  If that is the Government’s way of seeking 
cooperation, it should not include me in its plans for the future.  
 


